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News Brief

A 47-member council of ministers led by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will be formed today. The new council of ministers includes 24 ministers, 19 state ministers and 3 deputy ministers. Cabinet Secretary Mohammad Shafiul Alam at a press briefing yesterday informed the names and portfolios of the members of the cabinet. President Md. Abdul Hamid will administer the oath to the new cabinet members at Bangabhaban at 3.30 pm today.

Sultan of Oman Qaboos bin Said Al Said has extended his heartiest congratulations to Bangladesh Prime Minister and Awami League President Sheikh Hasina on her party’s absolute victory in the 11th parliamentary elections. Sultan Qaboos bin Said Al Said in his congratulatory message wished success of the Premier Sheikh Hasina and her government. 


Jaitya Party Chairman H M Ershad, the newly-elected lawmaker to the parliament from Rangpur-3 constituency was sworn in yesterday. Speaker Dr. Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury administered the oath at the parliament.  The newly elected Parliament Member A K M Rahmatullah from Dhaka-11 constituency also took oath yesterday.


Veteran Awami League leader also Public Administration Minister Syed Ashraful Islam was laid to eternal rest at Banani graveyard in the capital after Asr prayers yesterday following his namaj-e-janaja at south plaza of Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban, Sholakia Eidgah Maidan in Kishoregonj and Anjuman Eidgah ground in Mymensingh. Earlier, President Md. Abdul Hamid and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina paid rich tribute to late Syed Ashraf by placing wreath on his coffin in the Sangsad premises. A milad and doa mahfil seeking eternal peace of the departed soul of late Syed Ashraful Islam will be held at his official residence at Bailey Road in the city at 5 pm tomorrow.

Ambassador of Switzerland Rene Holenstein called on Foreign Secretary Md. Shahidul Haque at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Dhaka yesterday. While exchanging views, the Swiss Envoy assured that his country will continue partnership with the new government of Bangladesh. 


The government of Japan has expressed continuous support in Bangladesh’s efforts its development and prosperity. Japanese Press Secretary Takeshi Osuga expressed the eagerness in a statement yesterday.


High Commission of India in Dhaka yesterday hosted a program to give farewell to the outgoing High Commissioner Harsh Vardhan Shringla. In his farewell speech the Envoy said, Bangladesh which has gone through a great journey of development in last 10 years is one of the most successful countries of the world.

The Global Economist Forum (GEF) has said, the Bangladesh economy will enjoy one of the happiest years in 2019 in respect to economic freedom, which will help achieve above 7.5% GDP growth. GEF, a special consultative status development and policy organisation of the United Nations Economic and Social Council, predicted this in a report.


The government has nationalised 26,193 primary schools, 257 high schools and more than 333 colleges in different parts of the country to ensure quality education during the last ten years. Besides, the government also allocated Taka 53,054 crore in the current financial year. A ministry official informed this to the media yesterday.


DSEX, the key index of Dhaka Stock Exchange, soared by 1.72 per cent, or 96.53 points, to close at 5,687.00 points yesterday.
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